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  From April primary heath care trusts will be abolished to be replaced by Clinical             
Commissioning groups in controlling the relationship between the patient and the doctor at the 
lowest  level of healthcare for everyone within England. This is the result of the passage of the 
Health and Social Care Act in 2012. It also means it is a stage further in the privatisation of the 
NHS. The healthcare between you as a patient and your GP although remaining free has to be 
opened up in terms of the services that your GP provides to any qualified provider. This means 
that any private company, whether a non-profit or profit based company can move in and provide 
these services to you which the law will force the acceptance of the lowest cost contact within a 
set of minimum care criteria. The government has set up a new body, Monitor, to regulate the 
terms of the contracts and to acts as the regulator to ensure that these contracts are enforced. 
Because of the EU regulations on the provision of services within the single market it is difficult to 
see how the restoration of a publicly owned and managed NHS can be restored without violating 
EU law. 

 

 This change is the most radical so far in steps towards the privatisation and the               
fragmentation of the provision of healthcare in England. Instead of healthcare providers working 
in a nationally planned system where the level of administrative costs were very low and all 
healthcare providers could work cooperatively together we have moved towards a market based 
system with a heavy emphasis on management by targets, where every item is costed by        
accountants, and drafted between healthcare providers by lawyers in the definition of contracts, 
and each healthcare provider competes with the others on the basis of the cost and terms of the 
contract.  

 

 These changes are not new they have been proceeding for 30 years, the general direction 
to managing the economy has been to find ways taking the costs of the NHS out of the public 
sector balance sheet and 'freeing up' hospitals and services in 'managerialist' forms of coopera-
tion through the formation of 'trusts' and independent units which need to 'balance the books' or 
use private finance to bankroll the delivery of health services, usually with an underlying benefit 
to the companies involved.  In 1990, the National Health Service and Community Care Act in 
1990 in England defined the "internal market", whereby Health Authorities ceased to run         
hospitals but "purchased" care from their own or other authorities' hospitals. Certain GPs became 
"fund holders" and were able to purchase care for their patients. The "providers" became NHS 
trusts which encouraged competition but also increased local differences. The most insidious of 
these has been the Private Finance Initiative in which capital building programmes in 
‘partnership' with private companies has now left many hospitals in debt to those companies and 
'mortgaged' to the hilt with expensive service contracts lasting 30 years or more. 

 

 The meeting will draw together the campaigns that have been set up locally to oppose the 
‘reforms that have been taking place. 

 

 

 


