
The politics of Donald Trump and his team are a 
toxic brew of anti-immigrant racism, xenophobic 
nationalism, militarism, white supremacism, 
climate change denial, misogyny and anti-
democratic, anti-welfare demagogy. These 
politics announce that they want to eliminate 
the social gains won by workers, women, Black 
people and LBGT over decades: 
Racism: The situation for immigrant and ethnic 
minorities in the United States is now extremely 
serious. The travel ban on travellers from seven 
mainly Muslim countries has ratcheted up 
Islamophobic racism. Just like Britain after Brexit 
there has been a huge spike in racist attacks. 
Over one million ‘illegal’ immigrants were 
deported under Obama, Trump wants to deport 
another three million. At the same time every 
racist, trigger-happy police department will feel 
itself empowered to deal harshly with black 
people and political protests. 
War: One of Trump’s key promises was a major 
boost on military spending, on top of the already 
crazy 6-7 billion dollars already spent on the 
military. Incoming Secretary of State Rex 
Tillerson says the US ought to deny China access 
to its bases in the Spratley Islands and senior 
counsel Steve Bannon says war with China is 
likely within a decade. Already Iran is the subject 
of new threats and Trump has ordered US forces 
into action in Yemen. There is a serious danger 
of new and devastating wars, led by a man who 
proclaims his belief in the use of torture and 
tactical nuclear weapons. 
Environment: Scott Pruitt, attorney general for 
Oklahoma and a climate change sceptic has been 
chosen to lead the US Environmental  
Protection Agency, which signals Trump’s 
decision to dump environmental protection 

standards, renew the coal industry, boost work 
on the Dakota Access and Keystone oil pipelines 
and probably try to disrupt international moves 
to halt the climate crisis, first by withdrawing 
from the Paris Climate Agreement. 
Women and Health: Trump plans to remove 
funding from Planned Parenthood clinics and 
programmes which help 2.5 million women each 
year. Withdrawing funding, together with states 
further restricting abortion, will mean more 
illegal abortions and more sexually transmitted 
diseases. 
Trump’s team are also determined to get rid of 
the Affordable Care Act, which although far from 
perfect has given tens of millions access to 
health care for the first time. 
Trashing democracy, crushing dissent: 
Everywhere that the hard right comes into 
power they try to sanitise or intimidate the 
media and crush dissenters with repressive laws. 
Already some journalists could face up to 10 
years in jail for merely reporting the Washington 
disturbances on Inauguration Day. This follows 
the attempts to prosecute Amy Goodman of 
Democracy Now! for her coverage of the Dakota 
Access Pipeline conflict.  Trump slams the press 
– the ‘biggest liars on the planet’ – while 
proposing ‘alt facts’ (aka lies) to justify his 
positions. 
While falsely claiming there was electoral fraud 
against him, Trump’s team aim to fix future 
elections by repressing voting rights by a series 
of measures that impact on the voter 
registration of poor and Black people.  
Adapted from an article by Leftunity.org 
 

 Th
e p

o
liti

cs o
f D

o
n

ald
 Tru

m
p

 

All out for the NHS! 
Socialist Resistance is a 

revolutionary organisation 

committed to building of a 

broad party of the radical 

left.  

We oppose cuts and 

austerity and support 

campaigns against 

privatisation and in defence 

of the NHS.  

As a feminist organisation 

we believe austerity 

particularly impacts on 

women. We support 

campaigns for women to 

have control of our bodies 

and our lives. 

We oppose racism and 

Islamophobia, the 

oppression of LGBTQ  and 

disabled people. The best  

way to fight these forms of 

discrimination is through the 

united struggle of those who 

experience them. 

We are the only far-left 

group in Britain that defines 

itself as ecosocialist. We 

know that the ruling class 

will try to make the poor and 

the working class pay for the 

environmental crisis. They 

will destroy the planet to 

make their profits. Ecological 

issues are central to 

everything we do. We reject 

the capitalist logic of 

insatiable growth and strive 

for a society based on 

ecological rationality, 

democratic control and 

social equality. 

As the British section of the 

Fourth International, we 

campaign against wars and 

imperialism and in solidarity 

with the oppressed. We are 

for free movement of people 

in a world without borders. 

Health workers are saying the conditions 
in today’s NHS are the worst they have 
seen but for those of us with memories 
going back 30 years the whole situation 
in the NHS seems like a blast from the 
past. 

In 1987 we also had a stubborn, right 
wing woman in Downing Street, 
orchestrating real terms cuts in health 
and other public services, starving 
hospitals of funding through below 
inflation allocations. A baying right wing 
press, then as now, sought to exploit 
every failing by an NHS hospital, to 
argue that the NHS itself was outdated, 
unsustainable, and in need of 
fundamental, privatising, change. But 
there are important differences: back 
then the bench-mark for waiting times 
was years, rather than weeks, with 
delays of two years or more common, 
and prolonged trolley waits for 
emergencies were standard. 

Theresa May is clearly no Margaret 
Thatcher, and her majority is weak, with 
the Tories hugely divided over Brexit. 
However May is not confronted by a 
labour movement as strong, combative 
and united as the unions and Labour 
were in 1987, even after the defeat of 
the miners’ strike. 

It has not so far been possible to build as 
powerful a campaigning movement to 
challenge the Tory cuts at local and 
national level. Today’s Labour Party 
opposition, while improving, still lacks a 
clear, consistent edge, while many 

Labour councils and MPs lag way behind 
and offer no lead or support in defence 
of threatened services. 

Real terms NHS pay now means staff  
staff are more than 16% worse off. Than 
6 years ago. 

NHS funding has been frozen since 2010, 
lagging way behind the growth in 
population and cost pressures from an 
ageing population, new drugs and 
treatments. 

That’s why NHS England has redivided 
the country into 44 ‘footprints’ – each 
required to draw up “Sustainability and 
Transformation Plans” (STPs) to force 
spending back into balance through cuts, 
closures,and job losses,. 

The Daily Mail, Murdoch press and 
Torygraph still bombard their readers 
with negative stories on the NHS as they 
press for charges for treatment, private 
insurance and an end to the principles of 
an NHS funded fairly and efficiently 
through taxation and publicly provided, 
free at point of use. 

In response to all of this, Health 

Campaigns Together and the People’s 

Assembly have called a national 

demonstration in London on March 4, 

with the general slogan “It’s Our NHS” – 

opposing cuts, privatisation and under-

funding of social care. 

Adapted from an article by Dr John Lister 
We will be sending a delegation 

of young socialists, feminists and 

environmentalists  from Britain 

to join hundreds of others at this 

year’s International Youth Camp 

in Italy. 

If you would like to go, or want 

more information just email: 

Socialistresistanceoffice 

@gmail.com 


