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Donald Trump’s first ten days in office have 
brought a blitzkrieg of reactionary measures, 
from banning Muslims from seven states from 
the US, to ordering the start of his bizarre wall 
with Mexico, ordering a botched military raid 
in Yemen in which women and children were 
killed, re-authorising the Dakota Access and 
Keystone pipelines and preparing to trash US 
environmental regulations, starting to 
dismantle the affordable health act and 
attacking women’s reproductive rights in the 
US and abroad– just some of measures that 
go with appointing a scary ultra-right wing 
cabinet team. 
 
But it’s not just in the US that extreme right 
wing or fascist reaction is on the march. From 
the Philippines to Brazil there’s a right wing 
upsurge, which takes the form of UKIP and 
Tory Brexiteers in Britain, Marine Le Pen’s 

Front National in France, Geert Wilders 
Freedom Party in the Netherlands, the 
Alternative for Germany, Golden Dawn in 
Greece and a swathe of right wing 
movements in Eastern Europe. 
The world faces the biggest resurgence of 
racist, nationalist and xenophobic reaction 
since the end of World War 2. 
 
A massive fightback has already begun.  
Millions of women and their supporters 
marched in the US and round the world on 21 
January. Tens of thousands have protested 
against the racist immigration bans. Many 
thousands have already taken to the streets in 
Britain and elsewhere in support. 
 
We are seeing the birth of a new mass 
movement which has the potential to deal 
harsh blows to the racists and far right. 
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The War on Women in the US did not begin with 
Trump’s election. It has been going on for at least the 
last decade. We have become used to attempts in 
Congress to provide civil rights to zygotes, to eliminate 
funding to Planned Parenthood, to prevent different 
medical procedures for abortion, to legislate against 
late-term abortions, to block fair pay for women, 
opposing the Violence Against Women Act, so what is 
the difference now?  
These attacks have been primarily conducted at State 
legislatures and in the US Congress. Now, we have a 
President, Vice President and chosen Cabinet that 
contains misogynists that virulently oppose not only the 
right to abortion but Federal funding for Planned 
Parenthood who provide the vast majority of 
healthcare for poor women; this includes accessing a 
wide range of contraceptives, breast and cervical 
cancer testing, STD testing and treatment, pregnancy 
testing and support through Federal Medicaid funding.   
The beginning of the repeal of the ACA has commenced 
and while there were attempts by the Democrats to 
maintain some of the positive provisions they lost the 
votes on these amendments and as a result 55 million 
women no longer have access to affordable birth 
control.  

For the vast majority of women, the problem is not 
cracking the glass ceiling; it is actually getting on the 
same job ladder as men. It is fighting for equality in 
income, a recognition that we do jobs using the same 
skills as men and deserve the same wage for 
comparable work. It is the fact that the women are 
overrepresented in low paying part-time jobs because 
we have to cover our responsibilities to our families and 
homes. 
But it is not only issues of wealth and income we need 
to address; we need paid maternity benefits, free child 
care, good free public education for our children… And 
we need to recognise that women of colour have borne 
the brunt of economic, social and political inequality 
and injustice. Due to the impact of race, class, gender 
and sex we have different needs and that will impact on 
how we see the struggle against women’s oppression 
and how to wage the struggle. 
In 2017, we are still fighting for these basic economic 
rights, but we are also still fighting for recognition of 
our right to bodily autonomy, our rights to healthcare, 
and the recognition of our contribution to society in all 
arenas. 

   Public Meeting 

On International Women’s Day, US socialist and feminist Susan 

Pashkoff will be speaking about the election of Donald Trump and what it means for women. 

8th March, 7.00pm in the Priory Rooms (Quaker Meeting House),  

40, Bull Street, Birmingham B4 6AF 


